
When the first commercial e-readers were 
launched in the late 1990s, the publishing 
industry expressed concern about the future of 
the paperback. Its apprehension was                  
understandable.  
 
E-books offered then, as they do now, a less 
expensive, more environmentally friendly 
alternative to the material book, as well as 
allowed their purchasers the incomparable 
advantage of being able to store an entire 
library on a single device no bigger than a 
paperback but weighing considerably less.   
              
Anxiety soon became an economic               
reality as authors began exploiting the digital 
novelty. 
  
Stephen King was the first big name to            
release a new book exclusively in e-format.  

Indeed, the publishing industry is now at a tipping point, with 
almost as many digital books being published as traditional 
paperbacks. 
 
E-libraries now offer digital tomes (books) to lenders, while                
e-textbooks for teachers and students are readily available as 
blackboards give way to whiteboards and technology                  
becomes an integral part of the way the curriculum is                     
accessed. 
 
 
 

In fact, e-Books might be the saviours of the             
publishing industry, engaging those for whom                            
technology shapes the way they read the world.  
 
This article will examine the advantages of e-Books. 
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   “LNG” 

LNG  or Liquefied Natural Gas is natural gas that has been 
cooled to a liquid state, at about -260° Fahrenheit, for 
shipping and storage. The volume of natural gas in its                

liquid state is about 600 times smaller than its volume in 
its gaseous state. This process makes it possible to 
transport natural gas to places pipelines do not reach.  

Have you heard the term  LNG  
and wondered what it means?  

OURIC wants you to get to know us better! The OUR Information Centre has published three (3) promotional 

flyers to help you to get to know us better!  Find out where we are located; What resources we have available; 

our opening hours and the services we offer. Make an appointment to come in and browse our collection;                

access our ICT services and more. You’ll find digital editions of these infographics on our social media pages 

and on our website. Just click each image below! 

You can also pick up physical copies on your next visit to the Office of Utilities Regulation (OUR). 

So get the facts;  learn our ABCs; and come and browse with us today.   

https://www.our.org.jm/ourweb/sites/default/files/documents/business_plan/5_quick_facts_finale.pdf
https://www.our.org.jm/ourweb/sites/default/files/documents/business_plan/get_to_know_our_abcs_finale.pdf
https://www.our.org.jm/ourweb/sites/default/files/documents/business_plan/come_browse_with_us_finale_0.pdf
https://www.our.org.jm/ourweb/sites/default/files/documents/business_plan/get_to_know_our_abcs_finale.pdf
https://www.our.org.jm/ourweb/sites/default/files/documents/business_plan/5_quick_facts_finale.pdf
https://www.our.org.jm/ourweb/sites/default/files/documents/business_plan/come_browse_with_us_finale_0.pdf


 

Advantages of e-Books over traditional media 
 

 More portable 
Printed books can be very heavy, unlike modern             
e-Reader devices which are lightweight. The portability of 
these devices containing hundreds of titles give them a 
distinct advantage over their physical counterparts.                
Additionally, it is simpler and cheaper to download a new 
e-Book than to locate the nearest bookstore.  

 Built in dictionaries 
Most modern e-Readers have built-in dictionaries, giving 
the reader the capacity to find meanings of words by 
simply tapping on the unfamiliar word. The dictionary     
definition then appears on the screen.  
 

 Take up less space 
Without question, it is much easier to manage a large   
digital library collection, than bookshelves filled with            
hundreds or thousands of books.  
 

 Customisable 
E-readers allow for customisation of text to the comfort of 
the individual reader.  
 

 More environmentally friendly 
It may seem strange to think than an electronic device 
could have less of an impact on the environment than 
traditional books, but e-Readers typically utilise fewer    
resources in their production than a large number of 
books. Manufacturing one Kindle produces as much CO2 
as producing 30 print books.  
 
Most avid readers will offset this figure in less than a year 
by switching to e-Books. While paper can be recycled, the 
paper recycling process itself can cause environmental 
pollution because of the sludge that is produced during 
the de-inking process.  
 

 Can be read in the dark 
Because e-Readers are backlit, there is no need to have 
an external light source to read them - they can be read in 
the dark or in low-light situations anywhere.  
 
As long as your device is charged, you can read at nights, 
during power outages, or outside in the evenings without 
requiring external light. The reality is that e-Books can be 
read in more diverse situations than can traditional print 
books.  
 
So which do you prefer, print or e-Book? Look out for our 
next feature when we’ll explore other aspects of this              
debate.  

 

 
 

Are You An E-book Or 
Print Book Lover?  

Please TAKE THE QUIZ to 
find out here. 
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Utilities Law Review is a bimonthly peer-reviewed journal                 
covering the regulatory and competition law aspects of network 
industries including the energy, communications and transport 
sectors in the UK and EU. It offers comprehensive coverage of 
the following sectors: 
 
 Electricity 
 Gas 
 Broadcasting and Telecommunications 
 Transport 
 Water 
 Nuclear energy 
 
 

This is the defining journal in this fast changing field, providing: 
 

 Detailed and expert commentary on the law and                                    

regulations that affect utility undertakings; 

 Analysis of developments in competition law, market                

regulation, state aid and public procurement; 

 Analysis of the EU Commission liberalisation,                     
implementation and enforcement policies in this sector; 

 Analysis of national governments policies, implementation 

and enforcement; 

 Notice of forthcoming events and new publications. 
 

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! Drop us a line at:  

 

 

                         Publication of the Office of Utilities Regulation Information Centre (OURIC), Public Affairs Unit 

 
We’re on the Web! 

www.our.org.jm  

COLLECTION FEATURES 

Quality of Service (QoS) has been mandatory for traditional                           
telecommunication services such as telephony (voice) and                   
television (TV) since the first half of the past century, however, 
with the convergence of telecommunication networks and                    
services onto Internet technologies, the QoS provision remains a 
big challenge for all ICT services, not only for traditional ones.  
QoS for Fixed and Mobile Ultra-Broadband covers the                         
standardized QoS technologies for fixed and mobile ultra-
broadband networks and services, including the business aspects 
and QoS regulation framework, which will all have high impact on 
the ICTs in the current and the following decade. 
 
The book begins by introducing readers to the telecommunica-
tions field and the technology, and the many aspects of both QoS 
and QoE (Quality of Experience). The next chapter devotes itself 
to Internet QoS, starting with an overview of numerous                       
technology protocols and finishing with business and regulatory 
aspects. The next three chapters look at QoS in Next-Generation 
Network (NGN) and Future Networks, QoS for fixed                  
ultra-broadband, and QoS for mobile ultra-broadband.  
 
The book also provides in-depth accounts of services in fixed and 
mobile ultra-broadband; broadband QoS parameters, KPIs, and 
measurements; network neutrality; and the QoS regulatory frame-
work. QoS for Fixed and Mobile Ultra-Broadband is an excellent 
resource for managers, engineers, and employees from regula-
tors, ICT government organizations, telecommunication                         
companies (operators, service providers), ICT companies, and 
industry.   
It is also a good book for students and professors. 
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